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Abstract
The status of women in India has been subject to many great changes over the past
few millennia. From equal status with men in ancient times through the low points of
the Medieval period, to the promotion of equal rights by many reformers . the history of
women in India has been eventful. The evolution of the status of women in India has been
a continuous process of ups and downs throughout history. In many cultures of antiquity
women had a battle the disadvantages of rules and conventions made for men and

by men who dominated government , public life and society.

Introduction

In every society all around the world, there is a social differentiation in dealing
with men and women . Both have different roles, males as resources provider and women
is doing the reproductive and home making role. Every human society is invariably
characterized by social differentiation. Gender based differentiation is one. Men had the role
of earning and women had the role of reproduction of heirs and home making. A historical
understanding of status of women in early Indian Society shows a declining trend in the
position of women. Their position was an subordinate to men.' The root to the participation of
women in politics can be traced back to 19" century reform movement. Social reformers
thought  that social change could be initiated by educating women and bringing progressive

legislation.?




