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Abstract 

Beyond the boundaries of national jurisdiction, the ocean floor and its minerals are governed 
a Comprehensive international regime, which determines by whom and under what conditions 

by dhese natural resources can be prospected, explored and exploited. The main principles are set out in 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea and the 1994 Implementation Agreement, 
the 
while more detailed rules are included in specific regulations of the International Seabed Authority 
ISA), The ISA has issued rules for the first phases of deep sea mining activities (prospecting and 
eoloration), but has yet to adopt exploitation regulations. A draft version is however being 
developed and provides a good ndication of the current state of play. With regard to transparency 

and public participation, significant improvements can be identified, but the power of third-party 

stakeholders can still be deemed fairly limited. There is a huge gap between the regulations with

regard to protection of the marine environment and the implementation of those provisions. And this 

can be traced to the the institutional and functions disparities in the existing laws. This paper 

Cxamines the issues in the current regime. Further the effect of mining activities on environment is 

addressed in the third chapter. The fourth chapters examines the draft regulations of the mining code 

and analyses the development of the same. 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Deep seabed mining is a major new intersection of human enterprise and deep-ocean 

ecosystems. The interest in deep seabed mining is growing in the past few years due to the increase 

in global demand for metals and recent technological progress. Critical metals are used in low carbon 

energy technologies, as well as in the mobility, electronics and the defense industries. This makes it 

essential to understand the legal framework concerning the process. 

The International Seabed Authority (ISA) was established in 1982 under the United Nations

Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) with the specific purpose to regulate and control 

activities related to seabed minerals in the area beyond national jurisdiction (the 'Area'). The ISA 

came into existence when UNCLOS entered into force in 1994. 

The ISA has entered into 29 contracts for exploration: 17 for poly-metallic nodules in the 

Clarion-Clipperton Fracture Zone and Central Indiarn Ocean Basin, 7 for poly-metallic sulphides in 

the South West Indian Ridge, Central Indian Ridge and the Mid-Atlantic Ridge and 5 contracts for 

cobalt-rich crusts in the Western Pacific Ocean. The ISA has developed regulations for exploration 

of the three main types of minerals, and is currently in the process of developing regulations for their 

exploitation. 
It has been stated at many occasions that deep-sea mining regime in UNCLOS is the most 

innovative legal regime ever designed by humankind for the equitable and sustainable use of natural 

resources. But it is essential to take note of the fact that there have been raising concerns with respect 

to damage of marine environment. Further, many experts have mentioned the failure in 

implementation of the the existing regulations. A recent development with respect to dee seabed 

mining is the proposal to draft Mining Code what would allow for commercial exploitation of deep- 

Sea minerals. This paper shall examine the effect of deep seabed mining on environment under the 

Current UNCLOS. The Mining code includes strict regulations with respect to conservation of marine

environment and conduct of detailed ElA prior to mining and other processes. This paper shall 

analyse the effect of Mining Code on conserving the marine environment. 
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Abstract 
Celestial Bodies, the first Arabic novel to be translated into English, won Jokha Alharthi -  

the first Omani woman writer - the Man Booker International Prize 2019. This literary work 

traces the personal and social life of the Sulayman family and Zarifa family living in a small 

village, al-Awafi, during the turbulent historical period of the twentieth century Oman and 

covers the life of three generations. Their life journey runs parallelly in the work. In other 

words, the life of the slave owner and the slave is elaborately represented and their power 

relations are subtly captured. Locating their life in the domestic and social spaces within the 

twentieth century Oman that witnesses modernization and adopting the postcolonial 

discourse analysis, the research paper demonstrates how they negotiated their emotional 

life that is inflected by transitions and conflicts during these shifting historical moments. 

Primarily, it looks at the emotional quotient that is integral to postcolonial discourses.    

Keywords: Oman, slave, discourse, emotions, transitions, conflicts, colonization, 

modernization 

 

Introduction 
Celestial Bodies, the first Arabic novel to be translated into English, won Jokha Alharthi - 

the first Omani woman writer - the Man Booker International Prize 2019.  This novel was 

originally published as Sayyidat al-qamar which literally means ‘Ladies of the Moon’. 

Locating the Sulayman family of three generations delineated in the novel within the 

Omani historical context of the twentieth century, this paper demonstrates how the 

Omani people negotiated their emotional life that is punctuated with transitions and 
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